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SMALL BUSINESS

Firm creates symbiosis
between advertisers,
state parks
Pasadena-based Government Solutions
Group’s sponsored programs help fund
sites in several states. The money has been
used for such projects as planting trees and
creating playgrounds.

Gun laws
could face
new scrutiny
Supreme Court agrees
to hear a challenge to
Chicago’s ban. That
may open states and
cities to lawsuits.
David G. Savage

reporting from washington

Legal experts have said that
gun rights advocates are likely
to prevail in the Chicago case.
The five justices who ruled
against the District of Columbia handgun ban, led by Antonin Scalia, are likely to extend
the same gun rights to states
and municipalities.
But lawyers disagree on the
practical effects of such a ruling.
Chicago and the nearby village of Oak Park, Ill., are
thought to be the only municipalities that enforce a ban on
the private possession of handguns. Several other cities, including New York, make it difficult to legally register a handgun. But many other communities have regulations that
could be challenged.
Alan Gura, a Virginia lawyer
who won last year’s ruling and
now represents the gun owners
in the Chicago case, said
Americans had the right to
carry guns in public for self-defense, including across state
[See Guns, Page A16]
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cartographers. The kits are distributed
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As part of the company’s exclusive deal
with the parks, no competitors are
allowed to produce similar kits. Government Solutions Group expects to have
distributed 6 million welcome kits by the
end of 2009, up from 4.5 million in 2008.
But as companies struggle amid financial turmoil, marketing budgets have
become tighter, challenging programs
such as 20% For Parks.

Mark Boster

Above the former El Toro Marine base, Ken Smith views the
site of the long-delayed project, whose cost has reached nearly $1.4 billion.
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